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yet, even in these, the exceptions which were constantly
occurring had not yet, by an investigation and generali-
zation of the circumstances of their occurrence, been
reconciled with the general rule. The heavenly bodies
were from of old the most conspicuous types of regular
and unvarying order : yet even among them comets
were a phenomenon apparently originating without
any law, and eclipses, one which seemed to take place
in violation of law. Accordingly both comets and
eclipses long continued to be regarded as of a miracu-
lous nature, intended as signs and omens of human
fortunes. It would have been impossible in those"
days to prove to any one that this supposition was an-
tecedently improbable. It seemed more conformable
to appearances than the hypothesis of an unknown law.

Now, however, when, in the progress of science, all
phenomena have been shown, by indisputable evidence,
to be amenable to law, and even in the cases in which
those laws have not yet been exactly ascertained,
delay in ascertaining them is fully accounted for by
the special difficulties of the subject^ the defenders of
miracles have adapted their argument to this altered
state of things, by maintaining that a miracle need
not necessarily be a violation of law. It may, they
say, take place in fulfilment of a more recondite law,
to us unknown.

If by this it be only meant that tlie Divine Beings
in the exercise of his power of interfering with and